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A Study on the rhetorical narrative forms of classical Sinhala Prose

(Reference to Amawatura & Buthsarana)

Abstract

Literature belongs to a category of creative media dominated by language. A skilled
designer can make different linguistic moves for creativity. The word ‘beautiful’ is
used in literary criticism as an example of the unique use of figurative language
(UPAMALANKARA) in literary writings.

Language techniques that are used to bring out rich language expressions in ancient
Indian literature have been taken as the basis to analyze the use of figurative language.
Indian literary theoreticians consider the figure of speech as something unique. With
the use of figurative language people, objects, places or any literary description can
be well produced and gratified or appreciated by the allegory that is found in the
literature. There is a close connection between comparison and criterion.

The above-mentioned features could be uniquely seen in the two classical books
‘Amawatura’ and ‘Buthsarana’. The authors of these two classical books are
recognized for the fine use of rich language expressions vocabulary and the ability to
select rich and powerful words. These two unique authors have been successful in
using comparisons and criteria. The research problem that has been analyzed is how
comparison and criterion have been used in communication.

The research objective is to analyze the contribution made by figurative language to
enrich communication. The examples have been taken from the two classical books
mentioned above. Primary data and secondary data based on ‘Amawatura’ and
‘Buthsarana’ have been gathered according to the Qualitative methods. Comparison
of the data collected from two books has been analyzed according to Indian Literary
theoreticians’ ideas and views. The study concluded that the development of modern
writing, comparison and criterion used in classical Literary work seems to play a
significant role in modern Sinhala writing.

Keywords:

Allegory, Amawatura, Buthsarana, Figurative language, Narrative methods
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